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Policy Brief: Strategic Litigation for Cases of Sexual 
and Gender-Based Violence in Guatemala 

Introduction 

Victims and survivors of the internal armed conflict in Guatemala have made 
important contributions to the search for justice. Their experience can serve as 
knowledge, lessons learned, and challenges to be considered in future cases 
nationally or internationally. The use of strategic litigation as a tool to generate 
consciousness and change in post-conflict Guatemala has generally been a 
good practice. In this policy brief, we review some key elements of Guatemala’s 
experience, the lessons learned, and challenges; more specifically in cases of 
sexual and gender-based violence committed during the internal armed conflict.  

Strategic litigation is a useful and powerful tool to raise consciousness about 
socio-political conflicts and human rights violations that are considered crimes 
in national or international law and are impacting the lives of women, men, and 
communities. Strategic litigation seeks to influence transformation in society 
that goes beyond a purely legal focus; transcending courtroom walls to raising 
a social debate. Strategic litigation entails a combination of legal, political, 
social, and communication measures that are applied in a concrete, high-profile 
case that aspires to structural transformation in society. Strategic litigation is 
a valuable means for transitional justice cases; particularly those involving 
sexual violence against girls, adolescents, and women; whereby the aim is to 
transform the causes of the conflict and to prevent the recurrence of crimes. 
Applying this strategy in transitional justice cases pursues accountability for 
perpetrators, reparations for victims, the search of truth, institutional reform, 
cultural transformation, and reconciliation.
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Strategic litigation has various objectives that can be grouped into three 
categories, 1depending on the type of the most-needed change: 

Strategic litigation requirements are similar to those of traditional litigation; 
however, because the former focuses on generating change it is multi-
disciplinary, and the adequate participation of all actors is key, with well-informed 
and protected victims and survivors at the centre of the process. This strategy 
requires having lawyers who know the law and other disciplines in order to 
broaden and understand the socio-political dimension of the problems being 
dealt with; civil society organisations willing to contribute to the process; and 
the appointment of judges who are familiar with human rights and international 
standards.

This Policy Brief is structured in three parts:

First, we explain the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war in Guatemala’s 
internal armed conflict 

Second, we present the experience of the use of strategic litigation in the 
Guatemalan cases of the Ixil Genocide and Molina Theissen Family. 

Third, we present the Sepur Zarco case, a historical ground-breaking case for 
Maya Q’eqchi women victims of sexual violence. 

We conclude the document by touching on lessons learned and challenges of 
the Guatemala experience. 

This Policy Brief is produced as part of the project “Tackling Violence Against 
Women Beyond Borders: Burundi, Guatemala, and Liberia” implemented 
by Oxfam Ibis and Impunity Watch. The project seeks to encourage good 
international practices in the struggle against impunity for sexual violence in 
conflict and post-conflict periods.

• The empowerment of victims and restoration of their dignity: This 
includes specific and direct actions with the victims, survivors, families, 
groups, and communities in addition to empowering other similar 
marginalised groups and social movements. 

• The transformation of social problems: This includes actions to 
determine public policies, promote public debate, educate society about 
particular issues, as well as generate a culture of human rights and 
establish the rule–of-law.

• Setting legal precedents like modifying legislation that violates 
human rights or constitutional rights and defining criteria for jurisprudence, 
interpretation, and application of norms and rights such as identifying 
legal loopholes. In cases of crimes against women, strategic litigation 
can also contribute to changing gender prejudice among justice workers 
and officials.

1OACHR and the Maya Programme at the University Rafael Landivar. (nd). Estrategia general 
para los litigios de alto impacto [General strategy for high impact litigation.] Guatemala
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1. Sexual Violence as a Weapon of 
War During the Armed Conflict 
in Guatemala

The concept of masculinity based on 
domination and oppression of women has 
existed throughout history, but it particularly 
intensifies in the context of violence, conflict 
and militarisation even nowadays. The crimes 
of rape, femicide, and other acts of violence 
against women are thus seen as “natural” and 
are tolerated with impunity. These crimes are 
exacerbated during conflict and are recurrently 
used by the dominant patriarchal and colonial 
systems to the extent that they constitute a 
weapon of war. Sexual violence differs from 
other crimes because it crosses into a space 
that is considered intimate and not associated 
with war crimes or other crimes against 
humanity, which makes it difficult for many to 
grasp that its application and use make it a 
weapon of war. It is a weapon because it is 
a mechanism with the objective of attacking, 
weakening and humiliating the men and 
communities in the opponent groups2. As Rita 
Segato stated in her expert report in the Sepur 
Zarco case, the woman’s body represents 
the social body. Hence, the desecrating of 
women’s bodies materialises the moral and 
physical destruction of the community. When 
rapes occur, many aspects are broken such 
as the women’s microcosm, their relationship 
with their husbands, and their reproductive 
capacity in the maintenance of the offspring3.

In the case of Guatemala, the UN appointed 
Historical Clarification Commission (CEH by 
its initials in Spanish) determined that during 

2Some of the uses can be to: control, punish, torture, dismantle support, exterminate a group. Impunity Watch. (2015). 
¿Dónde está la justicia? El continuum de la violencia contra las mujeres [Where is justice? The continuum of violence 
against women]. Guatemala. p. 11 and 13.
3First Court of Criminal Sentence, Narco-activity and Crimes against the Environment. (February 2016). Sentencia C-01076-
2012-00021 Of. 2º p. 487
4For example, 23% of the victims of arbitrary executions were women, compared to 77% men; 23% of torture victims were 
women and 77%, men; 21% of people deprived of liberty were women and 79%, men; 22% of victims of other violations 
were women and 78%, men. CEH. (1999). Las violaciones de los derechos humanos y los hechos de violencia. Guatemala: 
memoria del silencio [Volume III Violations of human rights and acts of violence. Guatemala: Memory of Silence]. Guatema-
la. p. 19
5Ibidem. pp. 27-39
6Fulchiron, Amandine; Paz, Olga Alicia; Lopez, Angelica. (2009). Tejidos que lleva el alma: Memoria de las mujeres mayas 
sobrevivientes de violación sexual durante el conflicto armado [Weavings of the soul: memory of Mayan women survivors of 
rape during the armed conflict]. p. 142

the internal armed conflict over 200,000 
people were killed; 45,000 were disappeared; 
and over a million were internally displaced. 
An estimated 75% of the direct victims were 
men and 25% were women, maintaining those 
averages for the different crimes. However, the 
percentage was higher for men in cases of 
enforced disappearance (88% men and 12% 
women), and in cases of sexual violence 99% 
of the victims were women of whom 88.7% of 
them were from the Maya community4. The CEH 
report also determined that the bulk of sexual 
violence was perpetrated by state agents; 
particularly the army, military commissioners, 
and civil defence patrollers known as PAC5. This 
crime of sexual violence was systematically 
committed during massacres and was also 
used in numerous acts of selective and public 
repression. The atrocities committed against 
Maya women reflect the racist, classist, and 
sexist power structures in Guatemala6. The 
CEH acknowledged that sexual violence was 

The women of Sepur Zarco raise their hands after 
reaching a guilty verdict. February 26, 2016. Photo: 
Prensa Comunitaria
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constitutive of genocide. This has been confirmed by the two rulings in the Ixil 
Genocide Case where the tribunal stated that: 

Other cases like Sepur Zarco and Molina Theissen also confirm the other ways 
in which sexual violence was used during the armed conflict.  The Sepur Zarco 
case proved sexual and domestic slavery which Maya q’eqchi’ women were 
subject to around a military detachment as a means to control the community. 
The tribunal stated that it was proven “that in the middle of all these violations 
and degrading treatment, there was an origin to put an end to land claims, 
disappearing or killing men and taking advantage of women sexually, sowing 
terror in the Sepur Zarco detachment and nearby places.”8 This practice was 
common in other regions with the presence of military bases, as the upcoming 
case of Achi women will show.9

The Molina Theissen case shows another use of sexual violence as a means of 
torture to get information. The judges found that the accused “knew and allowed 
the submission of this victim to the illegal, clandestine and secret military 
intelligence system for her captivity where she was subjected to interrogation 
through torture, individual and collective rapes, as well as inhuman and 
degrading treatments.”10

2. Strategic Litigation in Cases of Sexual Violence in 
Guatemala

In Guatemala, strategic litigation has been used in high-profile cases all of 
which demonstrate the potential to promote changes in structural aspects and 
ensure the non-recurrence of the violation of human rights. The Ixil Genocide 
was the first case pursued through strategic litigation while the previous ones 
were had followed a more traditional litigation within the Guatemalan legal 
system. In a precedent, the Ixil Genocide case included crimes of sexual 
violence committed during the armed conflict as constitutive of genocide. All 
previous cases did not include any complaints of sexual violence although it 

“Sexual violence not only affected direct victims, but also projected serious 
damage to the community that considers women as a symbol of procreation 
and transmission of culture. In such a way that to tarnish their dignity 
meant seriously damaging the integrity of the Mayan Ixil ethnic group (…) 
sexual violence was used as a “weapon of war” which is considered by 
international law torture to the extent that it was perpetrated repeatedly 
and prolonged when women were under the control of members of the 
Guatemalan army”.7

“Sexual violence 
not only affected 
direct victims, but 
also projected 
serious damage to 
the community that 
considers women 
as a symbol of 
procreation and 
transmission of 
culture. In such a 
way that to tarnish 
their dignity meant 
seriously damaging 
the integrity of the 
Mayan Ixil ethnic 
group”

- Ixil Genocide 
Sentence May 2013

7 First Court of Criminal Sentence, Narco-activity and Crimes against the Environment. (May 
2013). Sentencia C-01076-2011-00015. Of. 2º p. 28 and 36. (own translation).
8First Court of Criminal Sentence, Narco-activity and Crimes against the Environment. (Febru-
ary 2016). Sentencia C-01076-2012-00021 Of. 2º p. 488-89
9For more information on the case see: @AchiMujeres on twitter
10First Court of Criminal Sentence, Narco-activity and Crimes against the Environment of the 
High-Risk group “C”. (May 2018). Sentencia C-01077-1998-00002. Of 1 º p. 1030
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11Diez, Andrea. (2006). Eso no se escucha: inclusión de los hechos de violencia sexual en
las causas por violaciones a los derechos humanos en Guatemala [That is not heard: inclusion of the acts of sexual 
violence in the causes for violations of human rights in Guatemala]. Guatemala: Institute of Comparative Studies in Criminal 
Sciences of Guatemala -ICCPG.
The approval of General Instruction 02-2012 by the Attorney General regarding the investigation of acts of sexual violence 
committed during the internal armed conflict, was an important advance to promote the inclusion of sexual violence as 
crimes against humanity in the later cases.
12Impunity Watch. (2018). Avances y obstáculos de la justicia transicional en Guatemala. Informe de Monitoreo 2014-2017 
[Progress and obstacles of transitional justice in Guatemala. Monitoring Report 2014-2017]. P. 76-77.
13CALDH. (march 14, 2016). Justicia por Genocidio y Lesa Humanidad [Justice for genocide and crimes against humanity]. 
Taken from:  http://bit.ly/2QzPI9H.

was among the committed crimes. Some of 
the lawyers in those cases considered sexual 
violence a misdemeanour or they doubted the 
possibility of proving these facts.11

The Ixil Genocide case has shown the 
complications and limits of the Guatemalan 
legal system and the prevailing racism 
in society. The complaint against Former 
President Efrain Rios Montt was presented 
before justice in 1999, only three years after 
the signing of the peace agreement and 
process took almost 20 years. This case 
best demonstrates the slow response by the 
Guatemalan courts and the loopholes in the 
legal system which the defence was able to 
use in their favour. In addition, the defence 
benefitted from the support the economic and 

political power sectors to deny genocide and 
racism to the degree of achieving the repetition 
of the case days after reaching a guilty verdict. 
Rios Montt passed away during the retrial and 
was thus not held accountable.12

The Ixil Genocide case was presented by the 
Association Justice and Reconciliation (AJR) 
with the support of the Legal Action Centre for 
Human Rights (CALDH). The use of strategic 
litigation in this case was understood as a 
tactic to have courts recognise the victims’ 
Right Truth, Justice and Comprehensive 
Reparation.13 The legal strategy contemplated 
a widespread and multidisciplinary 
presentation of expert reports and witnesses. 
The Ixil Genocide was the first legal case in a 
Guatemalan court room that had national and 

Ixil women outside the Supreme Court of Justice awaiting the verdict in the ixil genocide case, September 26, 2018. Photo: 
IW Archive
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In both trials, 
genocide against 
the ixil people was 
recognized. The 
sentence is a tool to 
promote structural 
changes to reduce 
racism and dignify 
the victims of 
genocide.

14Benedicto Lucas García, former chief of the Defense State; Manuel Antonio Callejas y 
Callejas, former director of the Intelligence Section (G2) of the General State of the Army; and 
Hugo Ramiro Saldaña Rojas, former person in charge of military intelligence (S2) of the military 
zone of Quetzaltenango; Francisco Luis Gordillo Martínez, former commander of the military 
zone of Quetzaltenango. The sub commander of the military zone of Quetzaltenango Edilberto 
Letona Linares was absolved.
15Initiative on the creation of a National Commission for the Search of Disappeared Persons.  

international widespread coverage and support. During the first trial, genocide 
and racism were addressed in the media as well as in various academic and 
public spaces. Historical issues were brought up, and more people learned 
about what happened in Guatemala. But at the same time, the conservative 
economic and military sectors responded by denying genocide. With this case, 
in both trials, genocide against the Ixil people was recognised. The sentence is 
a tool to promote structural changes to reduce racism and restore the dignity of 
the victims of genocide. 

The Molina Theissen case concerns the rape and torture of Emma Guadalupe 
perpetrated by members of the military during her arbitrary detention. 
Afterwards, the military forcibly disappeared her 14-year-old brother Marco 
Antonio in reprisal for her escape from the detention site. Four of five accused 
high-ranking military officials were found guilty for enforced disappearance, 
aggravated rape, and crimes against humanity.14 This case had been heard by 
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR). Which, in 2004, ordered 
the State of Guatemala to investigate the facts. This case was litigated by the 
Molina Theissen family and had the support of various organisations. Here again, 
strategic litigation allowed widespread social and political support from national 
and international human rights organisations and generated discussion around 
enforced disappearance of children and the use of rape as torture. The use of 
art in this case was innovative and included a museum exposition, drawings, 
poems, and concerts. 

The reparations and non-recurrence measures in this case are an example 
of structural proposals to contribute to change. The sentence included 11 
measures; mainly pertaining to truth and the search for the disappeared as well 
as restoring the dignity of victims. For instance, a National Registry of Victims 
of Forced Disappearance was created; law initiative 359015 was approved; a 
scholarship in the name of Marco Antonio Molina Theissen was established; 
and actions were taken to promote respect for human rights in the military.

3. The Sepur Zarco Case

To date, the Sepur Zarco case has been an emblematic and positive experience 
in strategic litigation for crimes of sexual violence in Guatemala, and it was the 
first to focus primarily on these crimes achieving a firm guilty verdict. Sepur 
Zarco is a small indigenous community located in El Estor, Izabal and it was 
originally part of Panzós, Alta Verapaz. Most of this community’s population is 
Q’eqchi’ and it has historically resisted the takeovers of its land by plantation 
owners and powerful local groups which caused numerous social and political 
conflicts. In 1982, during the Guatemalan Civil War and  in the military base 
of Sepur Zarco indigenous Maya q’eqchi’ women were forced to clean the 
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For the victims of 
sexual violence, 
the Sepur Zarco 
case, above all 
shows that, even 
facing obstacles, 
it is possible to 
move forward, not 
only in terms of 
lawsuits but also 
by appropriating 
the actual justice 
process itself in 
which they are 
protagonists and 
transform the 
confining role 
of victimhood, 
moving towards 
leadership, placing 
their demands and 
needs at the center 
of the process.

16They conformed the Alliance to Break the Silence and Impunity (ARSI): Women Transforming 
the World (MTM), National Union of Guatemalan Women (UNAMG), Community Studies and 
Psychosocial Action Team (ECAP).

How was Strategic Litigation Applied in the Sepur Zarco 
Case?

The women of Sepur Zarco and other regions in Guatemala began a process, 
alongside the mentioned organisations and used an inclusive approach which 
consisted of psycho-social accompaniment, training on women rights, recovery 
of historic memory, social-sensitivity raising, political lobbying for justice and 
reparations, and legal actions. When the women decided to bring the case to 
the legal system, they pursued a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary litigation 
strategy that consisted of five components: legal, psycho-social, political, 

Qeqchi’ women, of the Collective Jalok U, commemorating in Sepur Zarco 1 year of the guilty 
verdict. Photo: IW Archive

soldiers’ clothes, cook, and serve them without pay; all while being subject to 
physical and sexual abuse for months or sometimes years on end receiving 
anti-contraceptive pills and injections to prevent pregnancies. 

Thirty years after the fact, the women survivors organised in the Collective Jalok 
U and in alliance with the feminist and social organisations MTM, UNAMG and 
ECAP16 15 q’eqchi’ women filed a complaint against Esteelmer Francisco Reyes 
Girón, the second lieutenant of the military post, and Heriberto Valdez “Blondie” 
Asig, the area military commissioner. Both military officials were accused of 
crimes against humanity and found guilty. They were sentenced to 30 years 
without parole for crimes against humanity including sexual violence, sexual 
and domestic slavery, as well as humiliating and degrading treatment. Reyes 
Girón was also sentenced to 90 years of prison without parole for the murder of 
three people (30 years for each). Valdez Asig was also given a sentence of 210 
years without parole for the enforced disappearance of seven men (30 years 
for each). 
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Within the 
Courtrooms there 
were important 
lessons, victims 
took the leading 
role promoting 
progress of the 
process, working 
beside the Public 
Prosecutor´s Office 
in every phase, 
changing the 
customary and 
harmful practice of 
excluding victims 
out of the process 
and using them 
and their testimony 
only in trial as part 
of the rest of the 
evidence.4. Lessons Learned and Challenges

The core objective of strategic litigation is to promote social change. Strategic 
litigation in the above-mentioned cases (Ixil Genocide, Sepur Zarco and Molina 
Theissen Family) enabled the Guatemalan society to build upon existing legal 
and human rights frameworks and standards; engage in social mobilization; 
and trigger some public discussions on the impact human rights violations. 
Important lessons were learned; but and major challenges await after the 
respective rulings. 

As mentioned before, using strategic litigation has three main objectives: 
the empowerment and dignification of victims, set legal precedents, and the 
transformation of social problems. 

communications, and security-related. Each organisation focused on its area 
of expertise. 

The Sepur Zarco case marked a watershed in developing transitional justice 
cases because it charted a litigation methodology for cases of sexual violence 
against women. This case clearly demonstrates that despite all obstacles, it is 
possible for victims of sexual violence to move forward not only with lawsuits but 
by appropriating the actual justice process itself. Within the latter, victims are 
protagonists and transform their confining victimhood role to a leadership one 
bringing forward their demands and needs. . Moreover, this case forged crucial 
alliances between different types of organsations: feminist, human rights, and 
those comprised of victims of the internal armed conflict.

The litigation in this case set important precedents in the use of evidentiary 
material, the validity of the victims’ testimonies, and the innovative expert 
witness reports that counteracted the lack of official information to prove 
that these crimes were committed over 30 years after the fact. The verdict 
achieved significant national impact and allowed a questioning of the use and 
normalisation of sexual violence against women in times of war and peace. 
The verdict also paved the way for investigating and criminally prosecuting 
other cases of sexual violence crimes committed during the internal armed 
conflict in Guatemala. In addition, the reparations measures dictated for this 
case set a precedent in going beyond the customary monetary compensations 
to include educational, health, land-related and security policy measures at the 
community and national level. 

Lessons learned from the Sepur Zarco case include valuing the societal impact 
of judicial processes as well as advancing the non-repetition of violence against 
women through poignant communications strategies that have a pedagogical 
value, including by engaging children and youth. Furthermore, this case 
demonstrates the significance of combining judicial accountability with broader 
approaches that address individual and community needs in terms of justice 
and redress for conflict-related gender-based and racial violence in Guatemala, 
which remains a top priority for local and indigenous communities.
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Throughout the 
experiences 
described, strategic 
litigation embodied 
a platform to 
dignify victims, 
their organization 
and their struggle 
for justice, the 
cases described 
had a broad impact 
on the victims and 
their communities.

Empowerment of Victims and Restoration of their 
Dignity

A clear lesson derived from the above-mentioned cases is that the resilience and 
decisiveness of the victims and survivors of different crimes make transitional 
justice processes move forward; and. women have played a key role all along 
the way. The participation in the search for justice is in itself an empowering 
process for the victims. Independently of a conviction or acquittal by a judge in 
these crimes, all sentences recognise the commission of crimes be it genocide, 
sexual violence, domestic slavery, torture, or forced disappearance. These 
rulings are a recognition of women and victims ‘voice, history, and dignity, as 
well as recognising the others’ guilt. For the survivors, it means that the state is 
acknowledging their truth.

Several civil society organisations and collectives supported victims providing 
them with psycho-social accompaniment, training on women rights, recovery 
of historic memory, social sensitivity raising, political lobbying for justice and 
reparations, security, and legal actions. Each organisation focused on its area 
of expertise maximising the benefits of litigation all while minimising the risks. 

Perhaps the biggest challenge is generating change in the everyday conditions 
of the victims and survivors. Most of them continue to live in poor conditions 
with limited access to health, education and land. In this sense, the reparations 
measures can be a way to contribute to enhancing these conditions. For 
example, in the Sepur Zarco case, the ruling calls for the establishment of 
a hospital for the community since the ministry of health had only placed a 
mobile clinic with basic equipment and lacking medicine or medical staff. The 
plaintiff organisations sought other forms of support to compliment the clinic. 

Setting Legal Precedents: Changing Values, Behaviours 
and Applying Relevant Human Rights Standards 

Important lessons are also learned from the courtrooms whereby victims led 
the progress of the judicial process and worked with the Public Prosecutor´s 
Office throughout all phases. Victims changed the customary and harmful 
practice of excluding them from the process and only using their testimonies in 
trial as part of remaining evidence. 

The investigation and presentation of the cases was enhanced by several 
professionals of broad scientific fields who provided an overview of the impact 
of human rights violations on the Guatemalan society. Their played a powerful 
role in informing the decisions of the judges. Moving from the premises that 
the crimes linked to sexual and gender-based violence as well as other human 
rights violations are a result of a historical, political and economic problems 
and structure; the analysis of these aspects is fundamental. For example, the 
Ixil Genocide and Sepur Zarco cases included expert reports to explain the 
use of sexual violence in conflicts, the importance of culture, historical land 
problems, and sociological military analysis, to name a few. The challenge can 
be in determining the most important and adequate evidence needed to prove 
the facts without overwhelming the judges. In the Molina Theissen case for 
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The Molina Theissen family in press conference days after reaching a guilty verdict. From left to right: Emma 
(daughter), Emma (mother), María Eugenia and Ana Lucrecia. May 2019. Photo: IW Archive.

instance, the lawyers and attorneys believed they fully had demonstrated the 
facts and renounced presentations by some expert reports. 

The presentation of strong cases allowed several Guatemalan judges and 
their judicial officers to demonstrate their courage and commitment to justice 
by applying the law and human rights standards despite all constraints that 
prevailed during and after the criminal proceedings. Technical defence was 
guaranteed and performed without limitations; however, defendants presented 
very little or no evidence to the process., Most of their defence strategies focused 
on malicious litigation and the attempts to delay the criminal proceedings 
taking advantage of legal loopholes and focusing on legal procedure, rather 
than  proving the innocence of the suspects as would be expected from a 
defence team. In the Ixil Genocide case, the defendants succeeded in getting 
the support of military and veteran groups as well as the economic elite. The 
pressure of these sectors on the Constitutional Court achieved the repetition of 
the case, acquitting Rodriguez Sanchez, former Director of Military Intelligence. 
Rios Montt who was found guilty in the first trial, passed away during the retrial 
and was thus not held accountable. 
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17Impunity Watch. (2017). Changing the Face of Justice. Keys to the Strategic Litigation of the 
Sepur Zarco Case. ECAP, MTM, UNAMG p. 54

Transformation of Social Problems: Changing and 
Implementing Policies and Structural Reforms

Throughout the experiences described, strategic litigation embodied a platform 
to restore the dignity of victims and their organisations as well as preserve their 
struggle for justice. The cases described had a broad impact on the victims and 
their communities. The cases bolter social mobilisation by providing activists, 
professionals and civil society with the opportunity to organise and mobilise 
around the cases. Legal victories also impacted judges, judicial officers and 
litigating attorneys.

However, the route to transform the historic truth recognised by the Guatemalan 
state’s the rulings into public policies and structural reforms is still pending. This 
a more complex and difficult path because it is related to the structural roots of 
racism, discrimination, and the continuum of violence against girls and women, 
which has historically been systematic and prevalent. 

Sexual violence against girls and women is perpetrated to demonstrate control 
through their bodies and lives. It is directly linked to inequality in society´s 
power relations, sexism and racism. Therefore, it is necessary that policies 
and structural reforms guarantee that girls, women and indigenous people 
exercise their fundamental human rights and their right to live a dignified life as 
a guarantee of non-repetition. 

As was the case in Guatemala, reparation measures, after a guilty verdict, can 
be a tool to request policy reform aimed at contributing to structural change. In 
the case of Sepur Zarco, the plaintiff organisations saw that reparations could 
be improved and further worked to build and promote measures that are more 
focused on guarantees of non-repetition. 17

The route to create and implement these policies requires a collective effort by 
decision makers, the victims, and civil society organisations including feminist, 
human rights, and victim groups. Together they can work toward categorically 
rejecting violence both at the structural and social levels. 
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